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The Kerch Peninsula consists of several low hills and ridges.
Oil and natural gases are found, in addition to vast deposits
of good-quality iron ore.

The Crimean Mountains are composed largely of lime-
stones. They divide into three ranges in the west, and of
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these the central range has been considerably denuded and
eroded by river action, so that the land is often dissected into
separate plateau blocks. The hard grey limestones of the
southern ridge have been less eroded, and consequently the
elevation is higher and the mountains fall in a steep faulted
edge to the coastal plain. The drier mountain and plateau
pastures support flocks of sheep. The wetter mountain slopes,
particularly those facing south, are forested. Horticulture,
viticulture, and tobacco cultivation are carried on in the
valleys.
The fourth region, the narrow coastal plain of the south,
stands in contrast to the rest of the Crimea. Its width varies
from just over a mile to more than six miles. In places it is
broken by limestone bluffs, protruding towards the sea from